
Vocabulary Progression by strand. 

Skills related Climate/Weather Settlement/Population Environment Trade Resources 

EYFS Rain/wet 
Sunshine 
Cloudy 
Windy 
Snowy 
Stormy 
Icy 
Hot 
Cold 
Weather 
Season 

House 
Road 
Town 
School 
Park/the Common 
Shops  

Natural 
Stream 
River 
Woodland 
Fields 

  

KS1  Y1 
 
 
North 
South 
East  
West 
Atlas 
Globe 
Hemisphere 
Feature 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rain/drizzle/hail 
Sunshine 
Cloudy 
Windy 
Stormy 
Icy 
Hot 
Cold 
Weather 
Season 

Village 
Town 
City 
Capital city 
Country 
World 
Continent 
Ocean 
 
Offices 
Shops 
Factory 
Antarctica 
Africa 
Asia 
Europe 
North America 
Oceania 
South America 
 

Ocean 
South Pole 
Atlantic 
Arctic 
Indian 
Pacific 
Southern 
 
 

  

Y2 
 
 
North 
South 

Weather 
Climate 
Wet season 
Dry season 
Heatwave 

Village 
Town 
City 
Capital city 
Country 

Ocean 
Beach 
Coast 
Cliff 
River 

  



East  
West 
Atlas 
Globe 
Hemisphere 
Feature 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Equator 

 World 
Continent 
Ocean 
Sea 
Port 
Harbour 
 
Antarctica 
Africa 
Asia 
Europe 
North America 
Oceania 
South America 

Vegetation 
Mountain 
Forest  
Soil 
Valley 
South Pole 
Atlantic 
Arctic 
Indian 
Pacific 
Southern 
Rainforest 
Tropical 
Emergent layer 
Canopy 
Understory 
Forest Floor 
Deforestation 
Habitat 

KS2 Y3 
 
Human Geography 
Physical Geography 
Feature 
Time Zone 

Climate 
Weather 
Rainfall 
Precipitation 
Temperature 
Hurricane 

Counties 
States 
Port 
Harbour 
Docks 
Settlement 
Site 
Aspect 
Water source 
Town 
City 
Capital city 
Country 
World 
Continent 
Region 
County 
 
 

Ocean 
Beach 
Coast 
Cliff 
River 
Vegetation 
Mountain 
Forest  
Soil 
Valley 
Estuary 
Archipelago 

  



Y4 
 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Equator 
Hemisphere 
Time Zone 
Prime 
Meridian/Greenwich 
Meridian 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Four figure reference 

Climate 
Weather 
Rainfall 
Precipitation 
Temperature 
Season 

Town 
City 
Capital city 
Country 
World 
Continent 
Region 
County 
Europe 
Resort 

River 
Mountain 
Summit 
Plateau 
Valley 
Ridge 
Source 
Meander 
Tributary 
Mouth 

Import 
Export 
Product 
Trade 
Sell 
Buy 
 

Agriculture 
Tourism 
(hotels/holiday 
complex) 
 
 

Y5 
 
Latitude 
Legend 
Northings 
Eastings 
Six figure reference 

Weather 
Climate 
Climate zone 
Precipitation 

Town 
City 
Capital city 
Country 
World 
Continent 
Region 
County 
Europe 
Urbanisation 
 

Biome 
Vegetation belt 
Coast 
Long shore drift 
Stack 
Sea arches 
Sea caves 
Erosion landforms 
Depositional 
landforms 
Sea walls 
Revetments 
Gabions 
Groynes 
Tundra 
Desert 
Taiga 
Grassland 
Temperate 
Rainforest 
Mediterranean 
Savanna 
Conservation 
Sustainable 
Fossil fuels 

 Industry 
National Park 
Tourism 
Agriculture 
Renewable Energy 
Wind Farm 
Solar farm 
Hydro-electric 
Transport network 



Y6  Settlement 
Land use 

Active Volcano 
Dormant Volcano 
Extinct volcano 
Earthquakes 
Epicentre 
Hypocentre 
Seismic 
Tectonic plates 
Ring of Fire 
Convergent plate 
boundary 
Divergent plate 
boundary 
Transform plate 
boundary 
Tsunami 
 

Import 
Export 
Product 
Trade 
Sell 
Buy 
Economy 
Fair trade 
MEDCs 
LEDCs 
Fair trade 
Negotiate 
Contract 
Air miles 
Economic activity 
Trade links 
 

Agriculture 
Manufacture 
Marketing 
Resources 
Literacy 
Goods 
Distribution of natural 
resources Energy 
Settlement 
Services 
Land use 

 


