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Happy New Year!  
We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable break and are looking forward to the Spring Term and all 
the exciting days and events that come with it! Thank you for all our thoughtful cards, gifts, and kind 
wishes ï they are greatly appreciated! As we enter the new term, please can we remind you how 
helpful it is when the children have a well-stocked pencil case. Please can you ensure, where possible, 
children have a pen (blue or black ink is fine as long as it is consistent day to day), pencil and, where 
possible, a decent glue stick (Pritt stick is definitely the most reliable!) that they can use each day ï 
please note they do not need multiple coloured and rub out pens, just 1 or 2 blue or black writing pens.  
 
Themes  
Our theme this term is history based and all about life on the home front during WWII. During this term, 
the children will explore this topic through a range of primary and secondary resources, exploring these 
themes through history and English. This term, the children have the opportunity to re-enact what life 
would be like as an evacuee child during our History off the Page Day (Wednesday 28th January), 
which is always a great success.  
  
English  
The children will continue to have daily English lessons as well as structured reading sessions. Linking 
our writing to our history unit, we will be exploring different purposes and genres of writing, using the 
appropriate skills and language. In order to persuade, we will be writing leaflets to encourage families 
to either host an evacuee child or to send their children to the country from the city. Following on from 
our History off the Page Day, the children will also have the opportunity to recount the events by writing 
a letter home in the role of an evacuee child. Continuing the theme, we will also be writing a third 
person narrative in response to a stimulus of finding a ólost suitcaseô during a re-enacted air raid siren.  
Linking to our science work on space, we will also be writing an explanation on the phases of the moon. 
 
As part of a continued whole school focus on oracy, we will be continuing the childrenôs journey into 
public speaking through the Mighty Oak programme of work, with an opportunity to compete for a place 
in the Moktar Cup competition this term. 
 
Guided reading  and class novels  
This half term, our class novel will be óCogheartô by Peter Bunzl. After half term we will be reading 
óSkelligô by David Almond and complementing this with a book written in verse called óThe Final Yearô 
by Matt Goodfellow which follows a boy through his time in year 6 and how he connects with the book 
Skellig.  
 
Our question VIPERS for Guided Reading 
 

 
 
 
 
The children will have four sessions of guided reading a week. Two days will be linked to these class 
novels and two will be based on a linked text. This could be linked to the termôs theme or another 


