
 

Subject Curriculum content 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Learn to sing nursery rhymes and action songs 
Listening and responding to different styles of music 

Embedding foundations of the interrelated dimensions of music 
Learning to sing or sing along with nursery rhymes and action songs 

Improvising leading to playing classroom instruments 
Share and perform the learning that has taken place 

Year 1 
Pulse Rhythm and Pitch!  
 
 
Let’s explore how pulse rhythm 
and pitch work together.  
 
 

 

Once Upon a Time (Jack 
and the Beanstalk)  
 
 
How the musical elements 
can tell a story. BBC Teach 
 

 
Lego Rhythms 
 
 
Composing rhythmic 
patterns using building 
bricks  
 

 
Sun, sea and song! 
 
Exploring pitch tempo timbre 
and texture.  
Singing sings in two parts. 
BBC Teach 
 

 
African Music 
 
Singing traditional songs 
and learning about African 
instruments.  
(Djembe Workshop) 
 

Year 2 
Space - themed on ‘Mars’ from 
‘The Planets’ by Gustav Holst 
 
Composition in response to 
stimuli – BBC Ten Pieces 
 

 

The Great Fire of London  
Learning about The Great 
Fire through performance, 
improvision and 
composition - BBC Teach  
 

   
Charanga: Playing in an 
Orchestra 
 
 

 

Year 3  
Charanga: Writing Music 
Down/Glockenspiel  
 
The language of music - 
Reading and writing notation 
 

 

Charanga: Let Your Spirit 
Fly  
 
Gospel Music  
Singing and performing  

 

Play It!  
 
Recorder tuition with  
Essex Music Service 
 
  

 

Year 4 
Charanga: Glockenspiel 2 
 
The language of music 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Charanga: Grime  
 
Composing using YuStudio  
 
 
 
 

 

Charanga: Expression and 
Improvision 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 5 
Charanga: A Spooky Story  

 
Composing using YuStudio  
 

 

Charanga: Class Jazz  
 
The history of Jazz music  
Improvisation focus  

 

Ukulele  
 
Learning to play the Ukulele 
and performing as a class.  

 

 

Year 6  
You’ve Got A Friend  

Creative Composition  
Make You Feel My Love 

(Charanga) 
 

 

 

Music Technology  
 
Composing a ternary form 
piece using GarageBand 
software  

 
 

Production 
 
Singing together 
Singing in parts 

 


