
Vital Vocabulary
Key Word Definition

vertebrate
animals with 
backbones

invertebrate
a cold-blooded
creature with no 
backbone

organism a living thing

classify

arranging (living 
things) into classes 
based on shared 
characteristics

Year 4 – Living things and their habitats

Classifying animals

A habitat is a natural environment 
for any type of living organism.

In 2018, scientists discovered 230 new 
species of animals and plants on earth.

Using keys to identify organisms

This is a classification key that you could use to 
help you identify invertebrates in a local habitat. 

Venn diagrams

Venn diagrams can be used to show 
common characteristics of different 
organisms. 

Changes to an environment

The features of each vertebrate group

An environment contains many habitats and 
organisms in these habitats rely on the 
environment to give them everything they 
need. Therefore, changes to an environment
affects the organisms that live there. 

natural changes man-made changes

drought

storms

seasons

wildfires

earthquakes

pollution

deforestation

urbanisation

litter

creation of nature reserves

Deforestation

Effects of deforestation
• Habitat loss (animals and plants lose their homes)
• Soil erosion (which can cause floods and landslides)
• Droughts (when an area becomes too dry due or lack of rain)
• Climate change 

This is René Ngongo, a Congolese 
biologist and environmentalist, who 
works hard to raise awareness about 
preserving forest habitats and 
preventing deforestation. 

Deforestation is when 
humans cut down or burn 
down large areas of forests 
to make space for farmland 
or to use the trees as fuel. 


